THE DEPRESSION,  1930
against MacDonald and the old Labour leaders, who were
accused of'betraying their class3. A party of unemployed Welsh
miners marched to put their case before the T.U.G., which was
meeting at Bristol. Demonstrations were held in Parliament
Square, London, and the crowds were charged by the police.
The National Unemployed Workers' Movement organized Sun-
day afternoon meetings in Trafalgar Square. Civil Servants held
a meeting at the Albert Hall. In Birkenhead fighting went on
for three days between demonstrators and police: bottles were
thrown at police officers, the spikes of park railings knocked
off and used as missiles, and the windows of Conservative Town
Councillors' houses smashed. In retaliation the police carried
out raids on working-class tenements and made indiscriminate
arrests.
At the same time a National Hunger March was organized
from the provinces to London. There had been hunger-marchers
in the middle Twenties, but by scores rather than hundreds, as
now. Two thousand five hundred marchers bore a petition signed
by a million people, demanding for the abolition of the Means
Test. They were welcomed by crowds of workers in Hyde Park,
but the police charged them with batons. A violent skirmish
took place in which one hundred people were injured and fifty
arrests made. Most newspapers attacked the marchers as being
instigated by the Reds, observing Bolshevik discipline, and wil-
fully baiting the police. The petition was never delivered to
Parliament. It is said that the leaders of the marchers put the
unwieldy document for safety in an Underground railway
cloakroom, and accepted a receipt as guarantee of its safety;
they did not lose the ticket, but the cloakroom most unaccount-
ably lost the document. Another uncomfortable scene, as at the
presentation of the Chartist petition in 1848, was thus avoided
in the House, and the Press spared the necessity of declaring, as
on that occasion, that two-thirds of the signatures were forgeries.
However, the authorities were alarmed into granting extra
relief in most parts of England.
The general unrest was accompanied by a growth in Left
feeling* Now that the Government was behaving in an appar-
ently reactionary manner, the dissatisfied elements in the work-
ing class were joined by equally dissatisfied elements in the
middle and upper classes. University undergraduates and, in
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